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Lao People’s Democratic Republic 
Capital: Vientiane (Vieng Chan)

GDP (US$) 
16.85 Billion USD 
World ranking: 116/190

Population 
6.9 Million(2018) 
Word ranking: 106/233

Currency 
(October 2018) 
Lao Kip (LAK) 
8,500 LAK per US$

GDP per capita 
(US$) 
2,457 USD (2018)

Economic Structure 
GDP Composition 
Agriculture (18.3%) 
Industry (34.9%) 
Service (46.8%)

Language 
Lao (Official) 
French 
English

Religion 
Buddhist (64.7%) 
Christian (1.7%) 
Folks religious (31.4%) 
Other (2.1%)

Land area 
236,800 sqm 
Land 230,800 sq km 
Water 6,000 sq km
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Implementation of UNSC resolution 1540

2000 - Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) 

2001 - International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 

  Safeguard Agreement for non-proliferation of  

  Nuclear Weapon 

2002 - International Convention for the Suppression 

           of Terrorist Bombing (1997) 

2008 - International Convention for the Suppression  

           of the Financing of Terrorism (1999) 

2010 - Convention on Physical Protection of Nuclear  

           Material (CPPNM) !4

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) - 1970   

Biological Weapons Conventions (BWC) - 1973 

Geneva Protocol of (1925) - 1989 

Treaty on the South East Asia Nuclear Weapons - 1996 

Free Zone (Bangkok Treaty)          . 

Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) - 1997 
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National Legislation 
related to 1540 and 

Export control

• Customs law 

• Penal Code 

• Law on Chemical 

• Law on Telecommunication 

• Decree 114 on import and Export of goods 

• Decree 180 on import licensing 

• Decision on transit of controlled goods 
though Lao PDR 

• Decision on import for re-export and 
temporary export of controlled goods 

• List of goods subjected to prohibition, 
automatic and non-automatic licensing 
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2005 2015 2015- 2018 September 2018

EU P2P Outreach 
Programme on Export 
Control (Project 47) 

Ministry of Industry and 
Commerce

Seminar on Export Control 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of Lao PDR 

& 
Ministry of Economic Trade 

and Industry of Japan

- 06 Capacity Building and 
awareness raising 

- Support to develop legal 
Instrument 

- Institutional set up

Establishment of WMD 
related Dual-use goods 
management - Working 

Group 
“WMDGM-WG”
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Development of Export Control in Lao PDR
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Structure of the WDMGM-WG
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National Trade Facilitation Committee 
(NTFC)

Trade Facilitation Secretariat 
(TFS)

Non-Tariffs Measures 
Working Group 

(NTMs-WG)

WMD related Dual-Use 
Goods Management - 

Working Group 
(WMDGM-WG)
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Member of WMDGM-WG

• Department of Import and Export, Ministry of Industry and Commerce 

• Customs Department, Ministry of Finances 

• Department of National Industry Defence, Ministry of National Defense 

• Department of 203, Ministry of Public Security 

• International Organization Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

• Department of Handicraft, Ministry of Industry and Commerce 

• Department of Food and Drug, Ministry of Public Health
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• Department of Mine Management, Ministry of Energy and Mines 

• Department of Plantation, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 

• Department of Science, Ministry of Science and Technology 

• Civil Aviation Department, Ministry of Public Work and Transport 

• Department of Pollution Control, Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Environment 

• Department of Radio Frequency, Ministry of Post, Telecommunication
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Development of 
National Export 
Control Regime

• Legal Instruments 

• Draft Decree on Management of the Trade 
on Dual-Use Goods 

• Draft Decree on responsibilities and 
obligation of agencies and reporting for 
Anti-Money Laundering and Combatting 
the Financing of Terrorism. 

• List of DUGs: EU single list 

• Focal point for export control 

Department of Import and Export 

Ministry of Industry and Commerce 

• Licensing authorities: 

• Ministry of Industry and Commerce 
(Chemical and other DUGs) 

• Ministry of Public Health (Biological Agent) 

• Ministry of Science and Technology 
(Radioactive and Nuclear Materials) !9
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Licensing mechanism



Strategic Trade Control Enforcement for Lao Customs  authority 
and related authority

April 2018, Vientiane, Lao PDR
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High level capacity building workshop on dual-use Trade control 
legal framework of Lao PDR
September 2018, Vientiane, Lao PDR
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Industry Day
December 2018, Vientiane, Lao PDR
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Lao National Single Window (LNSW)
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Lao PDR Trade Portal (LTP)
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• Lack of experiences 

• Limited personnel who 
posses with knowledge on 
Dual-use goods and WMD 
related materials 

• Public awareness on Dual-
use goods is still limited. 

• Scattered information on 
DUGs use in industry

!16

Challenges
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Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

2019

Public 
comments

• Develop the implementation 
regulations

• Develop the system
• Inter-ministers collaboration
• Registration and E-license in Lao 

National Single Window

WMDGM-WG meeting

Submission of the 
Draft Decree for 

approval and 
endorsement by 
the Government

4th Legal 
Workshop

Publish Draft Decree and list 
of  Dual-Use Goods 

documents to EOG and LTP

Study visit to a country 
implemented Export control

Revision of the draft and the list of DUGs

Roadmap for 2019

Regulatory Impact 
Assessment (RIA)

5th Legal 
Workshop
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Khop Jai 
ຂອບໃຈ

Contact Information: 
Department of Import and Export 

Ministry of Industry and Commerce 

Telephone: 021-412008 

Facsimile: 021-454224 

E-mail: vangchai.v@laomoic.org 

website: www.laotradeportal.gov.la
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